ARE YOU BOARD CERTIFIED?

Board rules specify that the Texas State Board of Pharmacy (TSBP) may recognize a pharmacist as “certified” if the pharmacist has successfully completed any program offered by an approved provider of pharmacist certificate programs or the Disease State Management Examination offered by the National Association of Boards of Pharmacy.

A pharmacist may also be recognized as “certified” through successfully completing a certification program offered by the Board of Pharmaceutical Specialties, American Society of Consultant Pharmacists, American Board of Clinical Pharmacology, American Board of Applied Toxicology, or the American Academy of Pain Management. Additional certifications may be approved by TSBP.

You may notice a new section on the renewal application where you can list Board certification. The addition of this new section has prompted many questions, including why TSBP collects information regarding your certification. 

During the 77th Legislative Session, a bill referred to as the Profile Bill was passed. This legislation requires TSBP to collect and make available to the public certain information about licensees, including certifications or specialties. 

The pharmacist renewal application only provides enough space for you to list four certifications because only four certifications can be recorded in TSBP’s pharmacist database. If you have successfully completed more than four certification programs, TSBP suggests that you choose the four you would like listed in your pharmacist record and list those on your renewal application.

Leave this section blank if you are not certified, you do not need to provide any information. If you obtain additional certification or you would like to update your current information, you will be given an opportunity to make those changes on your next renewal application.

Remember, TSBP does not require a pharmacist to be certified. However, a pharmacist may not identify themselves as board certified unless they have met the requirements listed above. It is also important to note that TSBP itself does not “board certify” individuals. 

Information concerning pharmacy specialty certifications can be obtained from several of the state and national professional associations.
