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Recommended Governmental Links


Federal Government

U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

The primary mission of the Department of Homeland Security is to lead the unified national effort to secure America; to prevent and deter terrorist attacks, to protect against and respond to threats and hazards to the nation; and to ensure safe and secure borders, welcome lawful immigrants and visitors, and promote the free flow of commerce. Visit www.dhs.gov/xcitizens.

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

The primary mission of FEMA is to reduce the loss of life and property and protect the nation from all hazards, including natural disasters, acts of terrorism, and other man-made disasters, by leading and supporting the nation in a risk-based, comprehensive emergency management system of preparedness, protection, response, recovery, and mitigation. Visit www.fema.gov.

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

The CDC is dedicated to protecting health and promoting quality of life through the prevention and control of disease, injury, and disability. It conducts surveillance on a wide range of health threats -- from infectious diseases to bioterrorism to environmental hazards. When diseases break out around the globe, the CDC responds at a moment's notice. Visit www.cdc.gov.

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)

NOAA is a federal agency focused on the condition of the oceans and the atmosphere. NOAA’s goal is to understand and predict changes in the Earth’s environment and conserve and manage coastal and marine resources to meet our nation’s economic, social and environmental needs. NOAA surveillance plays a critical role with weather warnings and forecasts. Visit www.noaa.gov.

State Government

Texas Homeland Security

The office of Texas Homeland Security serves to protect and secure the state from threats and hazards, under its mission: Be Informed. Be Prepared. Be Involved. The office is responsible for the development of the Governor’s Homeland Security Strategy and for implementing programs and projects to achieve state homeland security goals and objectives. The agency’s Web site provides information on the current threat level; recommendations for a family safety plan; instructions on assembling an emergency supply kit; suggestions for safeguarding neighborhoods, and volunteer opportunities. Visit www.texashomelandsecurity.com.
Governor’s Division of Emergency Management (GDEM)

GDEM has its roots in the civil defense programs established during World War II. It dates as a separate organization from The Texas Civil Protection Act of 1951, which established the Division of Defense and Disaster Relief in the Governor’s Office to handle civil defense and disaster response programs. The Division was collocated with the Department of Public Safety (DPS) in 1963. After several name changes, the Texas Disaster Act of 1975 applied the Division’s current name and assigned a wide range of responsibilities to GDEM.

GDEM is charged with carrying out a comprehensive all-hazard emergency management program for the State and for assisting cities, counties, and state agencies in planning and implementing their emergency management programs. A comprehensive emergency management program includes pre and post-disaster mitigation of known hazards to reduce their impact; preparedness activities, such as emergency planning, training, and exercises; provisions for effective response to emergency situations; and recovery programs for major disasters. Chapter 418 of the Texas Government Code lays out an extensive set of specific responsibilities assigned to the Division.

GDEM works closely with the office of Texas Homeland Security and is responsible for supporting development of the Governor’s Homeland Security Strategy and implementing programs and projects to achieve state homeland security goals and objectives. The Division serves as the State Administrative Agency (SAA) for U.S. Department of Homeland Security homeland security grant programs. Visit www.txdps.state.tx.us/dem/pages/index.htm.
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