
1983 – 2007

February 8, 1983 – The Board voted to allow “supportive personnel” to prepare prescription labels.  

1983 – The Texas Pharmacy Act was amended to establish a program to address the issue of 
pharmacists who are chemically, mentally, or physically impaired.  The Board adopted rules to allow 
the transfer of prescriptions between pharmacies.  Methaqualone (Quaalude) became a Schedule I 
controlled substance. 

March 24, 1984 – It was reported to the Board that 1 out of 5 pharmacies have a computer. 

July 1985 – The Texas Pharmacy Act was amended to allow a $1.00 surcharge to the license renewal 
fees to fund the Impaired Pharmacist Program and to add pharmacy students to the program.  

August 27, 1985 – The Board signed the first contract with the Texas Pharmacy Association Pharmacists 
Recovery Network.  The one year contract was for $9,600 and required PRN to provide evaluations and 
referral services for impaired pharmacist and eligible pharmacy students. 

1985 – The Board began the process of renewing pharmacists on a staggered basis and assigning 
license expiration dates as the last day of the pharmacist birth month.

April 1985 – The Board published the first Pharmacy Laws and Regulation manual.

June 1986 – The Board adopted its first strategic plan.  

July 10, 1986 – The Board adopted a new logo/seal. 

August 1988 – After almost two years of discussion by two advisory committees (Joint Advisory 
Committee on Class C and Class A Pharmacies and a Liaison Committee composed of TPA, TSHP, 
TFDS and NPA) the Board adopted rules that required pharmacists to provide information to patients if 
the patient request or the pharmacist believes the information is necessary and expanded the duties of 
supportive personnel to include counting and pouring; reconstitution of medications; and compounding 
non-sterile and sterile products. The rules were to become effective on September 14, 1988. 

September 12, 1988 – The Texas Pharmaceutical Association obtained a Temporary Restraining Order 
(TRO) that prohibited the Board from implementing, enforcing, or administering the provisions of the 
new rules that expanded the duties of supportive personnel. The Board and TPA agreed first to extend 
the TRO until November 11, 1988 and then to extend it indefinitely while TSBP and TPA engaged in 
discussions in an attempt to reach a settlement. 

September 13, 1988 – The Board received the National Council on Licensure, Enforcement, and 
Regulation (CLEAR) Program award (awarded in Washington D.C.) for outstanding and innovative 
service to the regulatory community. 

July 17, 1989 – The Texas Pharmacy Association and TSBP reached an agreement to settle the lawsuit 
regarding rules of the Board that would expand the duties of supportive personnel. The Board agreed to 
modify the rules to not list duties that supportive personnel may perform, but list duties that pharmacists 
must perform and allow pharmacists to delegate any other duty to supportive personnel. The settlement 
listed duties that must be performed by a pharmacist to include labeling prescriptions and compounding 



sterile and non-sterile products.

1989 – Texas Legislature, through amendments to the Texas Pharmacy Act, established continuing 
education requirements for pharmacists to help assure continuing competency.  In addition, the Texas 
Legislature passed legislation that mandated state agencies that issued professional/occupational 
licenses to suspend the license of a person that defaulted on a guaranteed student loan. 
October 21 – 27, 1990 – During Pharmacy Week, the Board had a consumer oriented display located 
in the Texas Capitol Rotunda. 

April 1992 – The Board sent a letter to the Texas Department of Health (TDH) recommending the 
rescheduling of Hydrocodone from Schedule III to Schedule II and Carisoprodol from a dangerous 
drug to Schedule IV.  A public hearing was held by TDH.  TDH did not reschedule these products citing 
concern that physicians would no longer prescribe the drugs to patients in pain.  After discussions at 
several meetings, the Board adopted rules that required Carsioprodol, Stadol and Nubain be included 
on a pharmacies annual inventory and a change of pharmacist-in-charge inventory.  

September 15, 1992 – Board members discussed issues presented by the Texas Pharmacy Association 
(TPA).  The TPA House of Delegates passed a resolution requesting that the Board require 4 hours of 
the 12 hours of continuing education to be obtained in “live” seminars.  The Board discussed the matter 
but came to a consensus that they did not have the authority to require live CE or any other type of 
prescribed manner. 

1993 - The Board’s existence was extended another 12 years, following a successful review by the 
Sunset Advisory Commission. The amendments to the Texas Pharmacy Act by the Texas Legislature 
included the concept of pharmaceutical care, which established the legal basis for pharmacists’ increased 
involvement in patient care. Subsequent rules promulgated by the Board required pharmacists to provide 
written and verbal counseling to patients on new prescriptions and to conduct drug regimen reviews. 
A requirement that one-third Board Membership must be public members changed the composition of 
the nine-member Board from seven pharmacists and two public members to six pharmacists and three 
public members.  During this session, the Texas Legislature also created the Health Professions Council 
and directed the council to establish a toll-free complaint system, study and report to the Legislature 
numerous other issues including those administrative functions that could be consolidated.

Summer 1995 – The Board becomes responsible for the registration and inspection of pharmacy 
balances.  

1995 – The Texas Legislature required all health regulatory boards in the Health Professions Council 
to collocate and to study mechanisms for agencies to work together to reduce costs and standardize 
processes.  The Board moved to its current location (William P. Hobby Building in November 1995).  

1996 Texas Tech School of Pharmacy opens, resulting in four pharmacy schools/colleges in Texas. This 
was the first new school/college of pharmacy in Texas in almost 50 years.

June 1997 – Executive Director/Secretary Fred S. Brinkley, Jr. retires from the Board after 21 years of 
service. Gay Dodson is named as his replacement. 

1997 – Pharmacists were allowed to administer immunizations and perform drug therapy management 
under certain conditions.  The Texas Pharmacy Act was amended to require a prescription for a narrow 
therapeutic index (NTI) drug be refilled only with the same drug product by the same manufacturer last 
dispensed, unless otherwise agreed to by the prescribing practitioner.  



1998 – The Board was sued regarding rules to implement legislation relating to NTI drugs. Litigation 
resulted in the Board changing its procedures with regard to the adoption of rules. After reconvening a 
task force to review the issue, meetings with members of the Medical Board, the Board finally adopted 
rules with no drugs currently on the list of NTI drugs in March 2000. In September 2001, a legislator 
asked Attorney General (AG) John Cornyn to issue an opinion as to whether the TSBP rule specifying 
that no drugs shall be included on a list of NTI drugs is consistent with provisions of the Pharmacy Act 
that requires the Board, by rule, to Aestablish a list of NTI drugs. In February 2002, AG John Cornyn 
issued an opinion that the TSBP rules were consistent with the Pharmacy Act.

1999 – The Texas Legislature, through amendments to the Texas Pharmacy Act, gave the Board the 
following authority: to establish the concept of a pharmacy peer review committee (which made Texas 
the first state in the nation to pass such legislation); to determine and issue standards for recognition 
and approval of pharmacist certification programs; to register pharmacy technicians; to require all 
technicians to be certified; and to require entities providing professional liability insurance to report 
malpractice claims to the Board. In addition, the agency established a comprehensive and user-friendly 
web site to improve services and accessibility to its customers.

2000 – The American Council on Pharmaceutical Education revised its standards to require all graduates 
of approved colleges of pharmacy to complete a six-year doctoral program, which is titled Pharm.D.

2001 – Texas Legislature, through amendments to the Texas Pharmacy Act, established remote pharmacy 
services; increased the number of continuing education hours required for pharmacist biennial renewal 
to 30 hours; and changed requirements for prescribers who wish to prohibit generic substitution.  The 
Texas Legislature also authorized a new school of pharmacy at Texas A&M – Kingsville.  

2002 – The Board implemented online pharmacist renewal system.

2003 – The Texas Legislature, through amendments to the Texas Pharmacy Act, authorized the agency 
to create new classes of pharmacy licenses; required the agency to provide information to licensees 
regarding the prescribing and dispensing of pain medications; set forth procedures for the reuse of certain 
unused prescription drugs dispensed to nursing home patients; permitted compounding pharmacists to 
promote and advertise compounding services; required pharmacists to report to the Texas Department 
of Health any situation that poses a risk to homeland security; and authorized advanced practice 
nurses and physician assistants to issue prescriptions for controlled substances. In addition, the Texas 
Legislature provided funding for TSBP to initiate the Pharmacy Technician Registration Program.

2005 – The Texas Legislature, through amendments to the Texas Pharmacy Act, extended the board’s 
existence for another 12 years following the review by the Sunset Advisory Commission. Other significant 
amendments to the Act include the following: 

 ● Abolishment of the dedication of the Board of Pharmacy funds; 
 ● Amendments regarding pharmacy technicians, including a requirement that TSBP register 

pharmacy technician trainees; an increased range of disciplinary sanctions, such as probation 
and administrative penalties that the Board may impose on pharmacy technicians; and expanded 
grounds for discipline, including deferred adjudication for misdemeanor offenses involving moral 
turpitude and any felony offenses;

 ● Amendments to the provisions of the Act regarding Temporary Suspension of a License/
Registration that allows a panel of three Board members to hear temporary suspension cases rather 
than the whole Board when the public is in immediate danger. This change makes the process more 



feasible.
 ● Amendments to the Act concerning pharmacy compounding that allow Class A & Class C 

Pharmacies to compound prescription drugs for Office Use by a practitioner; Class A Pharmacies 
to compound prescription drugs for a Class C Pharmacy; and Class C Pharmacies to “prepackage” 
prescription drugs for use by other Class C pharmacies under common ownership. In addition, 
the  amendments clarify that TSBP may inspect pharmacies relative to components used in 
compounding and sample these items.

 ● A provision that required the Texas State Board of Pharmacy to inspect and authorize 
Canadian pharmacies to sell prescription medications to patients in the state of Texas. On December 
21, 2005, Attorney General Greg Abbott issued Opinion #GA-0384, which states that designating certain 
Canadian  pharmacies, listing them on the Board’s web site, and permitting Texas consumers to 
import prescription drugs from Canada would violate federal law. As a result of this opinion, the Board 
will not implement the Canadian pharmacy provisions of the Act.

Fall 2006 – Two new schools/colleges of pharmacy open: the Texas A&M Health Science Center Irma 
Lerma Rangel College of Pharmacy in Kingsville and the University of the Incarnate Word Feik School 
of Pharmacy in San Antonio. 

August 27, 2007 – The Texas State Board of Pharmacy celebrates 100 years protecting the citizens of 
Texas.  
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