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July 29, 2014 

RE : New Class of Pharmacy Located in a Physician's Office with Limited Dispensing 

Dear l\ ls. Dodson: 

On behal f of the T Lxas Legislative Black Caucus, I write to you in order to encourage the Texas State Board of 
Pharmacy to mo\·e forward with the proposal to develop a new class of pharmacy that would be established within a 
phpician's office which would allow physicians in consultation with a pharmacist, to dispense a very limited number 
of topical products directly to patients from their o ffices. 

I am truly concerned that Texas remains one of only 5 states in the United Stares that does not allow a physician 
dispensing model tor aesthet ic pharmaceuticals. In particular, my concern stems from the very real practical 
occurrence that literally thousands of African Americans in Texas continue to suffer from dyschromias (including 
Yitiligo among others) to the detriment of their ability to live a fulfilled life; leaving those affected suffering from a 
continuous cycle o f depre<;sion and emotional problems ultimately impacting their interpersonal relationships and 
SOCIOecOnOt111C ( •,!.COir t • 

While skin pigmentation w nditions affect people with all skin types, they are particularly prevalent and noticeable 
among .\ frican . \mericans. Dyschromias are one of the top 5 dermatologic diagnoses o f African American patients in 
this country. Should the Board of Pharmacy act favorably to allow this new class o f pharmacy, o ne of the topical 
ingredients that would be included in this proposal is hydroquinone which is considered by dermatologists to be the 
gold standard for treating dyschromia conditions, such as hyperpigmentation and melisma. Evidence supports that 
countless studies and over 50 years of clinical data demonstrate that hydroquinone is the most effective treatment for 
skin pigmentation disorders, wirh far-reaching impacts on patients with darker skin tones, such as African Americans. 
Oftentimes, hydroquinone is the onb· treatment option for .\frican .\mericans suffering from skin pigmentation issues, 
with laser and microdcrmabrasion procedures nor necessarily serving as viable optio ns due to potential for scarring. 

Iris my belief that it is cri tically important that Texas patients suffering from these significant and often disfiguring 
skin conditions luvc ;1cccss ro a full range of treatment options that are available to patients in other states. This 
sensible proposal. if approYed by the Board, would ensure that Texas dermatologists have access to all treatments so 
that they can select the be::t option to treat each patient . • \ prescribed dispensing and regimented application of 
hydroquinone under the direction o f a physician in Texas will unquestionably reduce the prevalence of desperate 
patien ts rurning to illej,'lll black-market alrernatives either manufactured abroad or found on the internet in use in 
various minority communities that more often than not contain dangerous levels o f mercury and other harmful 
chemicals which further compound negative health outcomes of those afflicted. 

In all truth fulness, presentation in the spheres of economic activity and social interactions matter significantly on a 
daily basis .. \t present, those with dyschromia, especially people of color, are at a distinct disadvantage in the realms o f 
socioeconomic activtry here in Texas due to their disorder. The ability for physicians to prescribe and dispense 
aesthnic pharmaceuticals, by the granting of a new class o f pharmacy license, in order to treat these conditions to 
ensure the highest degree of efficacy would be a sensible step by the Board thus enabling an added sense o f normalcy, 
li fe achie\·emenr, and well-being for those affected. 

Sincerely, 

Syh·cster Turner 
Chair. Texas Legislatin · I3lack Caucus 

M•mbe,.: 
G.amct Cokm:m (Di.slrict147- Houston), Yvatulr D<n-i s (Distria 111- DallAS), 

tr."'""" OukCI' (Dis1rict ·l6- AuSiin). lloms Miles (District 146- Houston), Eric johnson (District 100- Oanas), S<nfronio'11101npson (District 141-HoustOil), Ron 
Reynold< (Distnct 27- ~lissou ri City), Toni 1\01« ( Distric1 110), j aml'll White (District 19-I.Ailkin), Stefani Carter (District 102-Dallas), ScOtt Tumu (District ll-Frisco) 
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