
 
 
 

Prescription Monitoring Program Advisory Committee 
 

June 16, 2021 
9:00 a.m. 

Texas State Board of Pharmacy 
via Zoom 

 
MINUTES 

 
I. Call to Order  
 
Presiding Officer C.M. Schade, M.D., Ph.D., called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m. 
The following Committee Members were present:  

• Raj Chhadua, R.Ph., Pharm.D.  

• Doug Read, R.Ph., Pharm.D.  

• A.J. Kirk, M.D., F.F./E.M.T., F.A.A.E.M., F.A.C.E.P.  

• Robert Hutchison Jr., R.Ph., Pharm.D.  

• Nora Belcher  

• Cherie Holmes-Henry  

• Adam Bruggeman, M.D. 
 
TSBP staff present were Allison Vordenbaumen Benz, R.Ph., M.S., Executive 
Director/Secretary; Megan Holloway, Deputy General Counsel; and Lily Moreno, 
Executive Assistant. 
 
II. Announcements 
 
Dr. Schade made general announcements. 
 
IV. Review of Minutes 
 
Dr. Schade called for approval of the minutes from the January 19, 2021 meeting.  
Dr. Read made a motion to approve the minutes.  The motion was seconded by 
Dr. Hutchinson and approved by all Committee Members. 
 
III. Elect presiding officer 
 
Dr. Schade called for nominations for the presiding officer.  Dr. Kirk made a motion to 
nominate Dr. Schade. The motion was seconded by Ms. Belcher and approved by all 
Committee Members. 
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V. Presentation on NarxCare Version 2.0 and wholesale data tracking by 

Appriss 
 
Jacob Cooper and Sara White of Appriss Health presented information regarding the 
following: 

• Outcome studies and value metrics; 

• NarxCare Version 2.0; and 

• Wholesale data model. 
 
Dr. Kirk requested the following be included by Appriss Health as key performance 
indicators going forward: 

• Turnaround times for data requests; 

• Customer service contacts and resolution times; 

• Time from registrant access requests to confirmation for access; and 

• Contacts regarding data integrity alerts. 
 
Dr. Read asked that system downtime information also be included.  Mr. Cooper briefly 
provided information regarding the requested items and agreed to provide a follow-up 
report and include the information in future presentations. 
 
Ms. Benz announced that the Board did not receive funding to continue NarxCare and 
integration beyond August 31, 2021.  She explained that entities would have to pay 
Appriss Health directly to continue NarxCare and integration access.  Mr. Cooper 
indicated that Appriss Health will be communicating with users regarding this change. 
Ms. Benz explained that the Board is looking at alternative options for funding, including 
a federal grant.   
 
Presiding Officer Dr. Schade recessed the meeting at 10:30 a.m. 
Presiding Officer Dr. Schade reconvened the meeting at 10:48 a.m. 
 
VI. Texas Pain Society NarxCare score survey results 
 
Dr. Schade presented the results of a survey regarding NarxCare scores conducted by 
the Texas Pain Society.  
 
VII. Status of PMP integration and review of dispensation and overdose data 
 
Ms. Benz introduced Erin Doyle, M.S., TSBP Epidemiologist, who presented a 
comparison of dispensation before and after the e-prescribing mandate for controlled 
substances went into effect; gateway maps showing utilization of the Prescription 
Monitoring Program by county; and data concerning opioid overdose deaths in Texas. 
 
VIII. Medical examiner survey results 
 
Ms. Holloway recognized Eamon Briggs, Assistant General Counsel, who explained that 
at the last meeting the committee had requested the Board survey medical examiners 
regarding the impact of mandatory e-prescribing on overdose deaths.  Mr. Briggs 
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presented the results of the survey, which was conducted in February 2021. 
 
IX. Advisory Committee recommendations to TSBP regarding NarxCare 

Version 2.0 and wholesale data tracking 
 
Dr. Schade called for discussion regarding funding for integration. Following discussion, 
a motion was made by Dr. Kirk that the advisory committee recommend for the Board to 
seek emergency funding for integration.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Read and 
passed unanimously. 
 
Dr. Schade called for a discussion regarding PMP analytics being based only PMP 
data. Following discussion, a motion was made by Dr. Read to table seeking changes to 
PMP analytics until the next legislative session.  Dr. Kirk amended the motion to include 
that the advisory committee continue working on recommended changes. The amended 
motion was seconded by Dr. Chhadua and passed unanimously. 
 
Dr. Schade called for discussion regarding NarxCare scores. No comments were made 
and no action was taken. 
 
Dr. Schade called for discussion concerning wholesale data tracking. Following 
discussion, a motion was made by Dr. Chhadua that the advisory committee request 
more information from Board staff regarding how the wholesale tracking data could be 
utilized.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Bruggeman and passed unanimously 
 
X. New discussion items to be place on agenda for next meeting 
 
Dr. Schade asked that information regarding revenue methodology for NarxCare and 
integration, including federal grants, emergency funds from the Governor, and the 
Opioid Settlement Fund, be on the agenda for the next meeting. 
 
A motion was made by Dr. Chhadua that, if allowed, the advisory committee sign a 
letter to the Governor regarding their support for funding NarxCare and integration.  The 
motion was seconded by Dr. Kirk and passed unanimously. 
 
Ms. Benz announced her retirement from TSBP effective August 31, 2021, and 
informed the committee that the Board had approved Tim Tucker, Pharm.D., as the next 
Executive Director.  Ms. Benz announced that Ms. Arnold and BJ Slack will also be 
retiring effective August 31, 2021, with Ms. Holloway taking over as General Counsel 
and Linda Yazdanshenas taking over as Prescription Monitoring Program Manager. 
 
Presiding Officer Dr. Schade adjourned the meeting at 12:24 p.m. 
 
 




